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INTRODUCTION 

 

Vision-Being Minnesotaôs favorite place. 

 

Mission-Serve Well. Deliver Value. Drive Results. 

 

Values-Be responsible. Treat people right. Build a better future. 

 

Crow Wing County is committed to the principles of sustainable forest management and will manage the 

lands in our care in accordance with those principles.  The County, in cooperation with Minnesota 

Counties Sustainable Forest Cooperative, have developed and implemented a sustainable forest 

management system (SFMS) that will help us achieve and be environmentally appropriate, socially 

beneficial and economically viable.  Through the SFMS the County commits to: 

¶ Protect the integrity and longevity of forest lands under our management. 

¶ Comply with all applicable laws, regulations and voluntary guidelines. 

¶ Acquire and maintain third party certification to the Sustainable Forest Management 

principles. 

¶ Plan and conduct forest management activities in a manner that: 

Á Protects and maintains biodiversity across the forest ecosystem 

Á Prevents damage and protects forest health and productivity 

Á Minimizes chemical use 

Á Protects the integrity of riparian areas 

Á Minimizes aesthetic impact 

Á Protects threatened and endangered species and their habitat 

Á Conserves areas with special attributes such as cultural, ecological, geological, 

economic or social attributes  

Á Promotes efficient utilization 

¶ Promote and incorporate applied research and technology to improve sustainable forest 

management. 

¶ Enhance public recreation values by providing opportunities for dispersed recreation on 

County lands. 

¶ Provide public education on forest ecology, sustainable forest management and economic 

value of forests. 

¶ Ensuring that the economic benefits and environmental integrity of the County's Natural 

Resources are available to both present and future generations. 

 

The following report reveals the many diverse management activities undertaken in 2016. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 

Per Diem                                                          $950.00 

Permanent Salaries                                 $310,411.57 

Fringe Benefits              $126,236.05 

Other Employee Benefits, Workers Comp.   $7,776.44 

Telephone $2,310.99 

Pub/Dues/Subscriptions/Photo.    $7,085.31 

Utility Service                                        $345.00 

Contractor Fees                                               $22,444.77 

Travel & Registration Fees      $3,556.54 

Auditor Fee - Inter-fund $15,675.00 

PVC Fee - Inter-fund $15,000.00 

Educational & Cert. Expenses $265.00 

Land Rental $0.00 

Postage & Postal Box Rental $1,278.94 

Highway Fee - Inter-fund $0.00 

Office Supplies                               $7,243.42 

Agriculture Related Supplies $9,514.26 

Culverts $521.02 

Gasoline, Diesel, & Other Fuels $5,471.02 

Mach., Equip., Software Service $3,344.77 

Grounds Maintenance Service $7,700.65 

Repair & Maintenance Supplies    $1,129.52 

Machinery & Equipment Rental $1,171.15 

Vehicle & Machinery Over $5K $5,000.00 

Building Repair & Maintenance Service $3,426.40 

Land Acq/Imp Over $5k $6,000.00 

Site or Grounds Imp. $0.00 

Comp. Eq., Software, Furn., & Eq. Other $58,885.80 

Prof. & Tech. Fee - Other ($6,160.19)

TOTAL EXPENSES $616,583.43

TAX FORFEITED EXPENSES

Fiscal Year January 1, 2016 thru December 31, 2016
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Class B Land Exchange $0.00 

Easements $0.00 

Duplicate Deed Fee $0.00 

Investment Earnings Restricted $41,471.65 

State Aid $0.00 

Firewood Permits $2,070.00 

Timber Permits $467,902.00 

Grants $62,297.63 

Sale of Property - cash $476,388.06 

Sale of Timber on Property $351.72 

Sale of Property - contract $251,195.49 

Charges for Services - Other $25.00 

Miscellaneous $896.12 

Rents & Royalties $397.00 

Repurchase $79,667.73 

Total Revenues $1,382,662.40 

TAX FORFEITED INCOME IN 2016

NET SURPLUS TO BE DISTRIBUTED $766,078.97

DISTRIBUTION:

     County Building & Building Improvements $229,823.70

     County Parks $153,215.79

     County General Revenue $153,215.79

Townships and Cities $76,607.90

Schools $153,215.79

Total Distribution $766,078.97

2016 TAX FORFEITED SURPLUS TO BE APPORTIONED IN 2017
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 

 
2016 Tax Forfeited Surplus 

 
 

Apportioned in 2017 
 

 

Summary of Payments 
 

        

 
Cities 

   
Townships 

  

 
Baxter $1.67 

  
1st Assessment $5,635.19 

 

 
Brainerd $1,513.47 

  
Bay Lake $202.90 

 

 
Breezy Point $16,735.43 

  
Center $329.90 

 

 
Crosby $939.63 

  
Crow Wing $214.89 

 

 
Crosslake $0.00 

  
Daggett Brook $0.00 

 

 
Cuyuna $87.18 

  
2nd Assessment $285.45 

 

 
Deerwood City $0.00 

  
Deerwood $216.56 

 

 
Emily $505.98 

  
Fairfield $693.21 

 

 
Fifty Lakes $3,382.84 

  
Fort Ripley $1,577.82 

 

 
Fort Ripley $0.00 

  
Gail Lake $65.13 

 

 
Garrison $0.00 

  
Garrison $4,683.38 

 

 
Ironton $1,234.85 

  
Ideal $0.00 

 

 
Jenkins $1,477.34 

  
Irondale $3,214.81 

 

 
Manhattan Beach $0.00 

  
Jenkins $0.00 

 

 
Nisswa $50.41 

  
Lake Edward $78.41 

 

 
Pequot Lakes $374.66 

  
Little Pine $4,223.40 

 

 
Riverton $0.00 

  
Long Lake $119.11 

 

 
Trommald $2,606.68 

  
Maple Grove $0.00 

 

 

Total Cities 
 

$28,910.14 
 

Mission $5,860.38 
 

     
Nokay Lake $148.43 

 

     
Oak Lawn $3,851.90 

 

 

Schools 
   

Pelican $3,107.39 
 

 
SD 1  Aitkin $1,412.82 

  
Perry Lake $1,692.08 

 

 
SD 181  Brainerd $31,456.81 

  
Platte Lake $41.43 

 

 
SD 182 Crosby $43,152.82 

  
Rabbit Lake $90.01 

 

 
SD 186 Pequot Lakes $43,389.62 

  
Roosevelt $2,061.50 

 

 
SD 2174 Pine River $24,648.87 

  
Ross Lake $420.96 

 

 
SD 480 Onamia $9,071.98 

  
St. Mathias $0.00 

 

 
SD 484 Pierz $82.87 

     

 

Total Schools 
 

$153,215.79 
 

Timothy $8,876.46 
 

     
Wolford $7.06 

 

     

Total Townships 
 

$47,697.76 

 
County  

      

 
County Revenue $153,215.79 

     

 
Parks $153,215.79 

     

 
Timber Dev. $0.00 

     

 
Bldg. Fund $229,823.70 

     

 

Total County 
 

$536,255.28 
    

        

        

        

 

Grand Total 
   

$766,078.97 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Surplus generated is distributed in the following year. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

      
             GRANTS FUND 
 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
(In-Lieu of tax - M S477A) 

On each acre of county administered other natural resource land, one-half (1/2) of the payment shall be deposited in a 

resource development fund to be created with the county treasury for use in resource development, forest management, game 

and fish habitat improvement and recreational development and maintenance of county administered other natural resources 

land.                

 

---Fiscal Year January 1, 2016 thru December 31, 2016--- 

Revenues 

Carryover from 2015 $563,050.26  

Income - In Lieu Payment $65,008.22  

Natural Resource State Grant $0.00  

TOTAL REVENUES $628,058.48  

Expenditures 

Surveyor Fee - Interfund $15,000.00  

Prof. & Tech. Fees $0.00  

Ag Related Supplies $0.00  

Timber Permit $0.00  

Contractor Fees $5,381.66  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $20,381.66  

Ending Balance/Dec 31, 2016 $607,676.82  
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
COUNTY FOREST ACCESS ROADS GRANT 

Distributed to counties managing forest lands through a county land department under the jurisdiction of a land commissioner 

appointed under M.S. 282.12.  For the purposes of constructing, reconstructing, acquiring and maintaining county 

management access roads, including the acquisition of right of way or easements as may be needed. 
 

 

---Fiscal Year January 1, 2016 thru December 31, 2016--- 

Revenues 

Forest Access Road Grant $0.00  

TOTAL REVENUES $0.00  

Expenditures 

Contractor Fees $4,164.76  

Prof. & Tech. Fees $34,393.20  

Culverts $0.00  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $38,557.96  

Ending Balance/Dec 31, 2016 ($38,557.96) 

 

 

 

 

Grants Fund Summary 

2016 Revenues 

Carryover for Grants Account from 2015 $513,744.92 

Natural Resource State Grant $0.00  

PILT-In Lieu $65,008.22  

Forest Access Road $0.00  

TOTAL REVENUES $578,753.14  

2016 Expenditures 

Contractor Fees $9,546.42  

Timber Permit $0.00  

Surveyor Fee - Interfund $15,000.00  

Culverts $0.00  

Prof. & Tech. Fees $34,393.20  

Ag Related Supplies $0.00  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $58,939.62  
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

 

 

45 Environmental Trust Fund Recap 12/31/16 
 

In accordance with legislative action of 1998, the Counties and State were directed to pursue a land exchange whereby 

counties would trade away tax forfeited land abutting protected water in exchange for state lakeshore lease lots within 

each respective county.  Upon completion of the trade, counties were required to make a direct sale of each lakeshore 

lot to the current lessee.  Monies generated from the sales were deposited into a county environmental trust fund, the 

principle, of which, cannot be spent. The interest accrued on these monies can be spent for the improvement of natural 

resources.  The spreadsheet below shows the status of this process as of 12/31/16. 

 

In 2001, Crow Wing County purchased 1,520 acres of University of Minnesota lands in Timothy Township for a price 

of $611,883.00.  A down payment of $50,000.00 along with the first annual installment of $57,229.02 was paid out of 

the Grants Fund, to be paid back when funds are available.  The balance of $561,883.00 to be paid on Contract for 

Deed for 20 years with payments of $57,229.02 annually. 

 
 

Principle Trust Amount (non-spendable) $1,846,900.00  

Spendable Funds as of January 1, 2016 $29,050.34  

2016 Interest Revenue $71,863.89  

October 2016 U of MN Expenditure ($57,229.02) 

Spendable Balance as of December 31, 2016 $43,685.21  
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

PARKS & TRAILS 

Fiscal Year - January 1, 2016 thru December 31, 2016 

    

REVENUES  

Carryover for Parks Reserve Account from 2015 $425,842.22 

Cultural Historical Legacy Grant $0.00 

Cross Country Ski Trail Grant $2,590.00 

Apportionment from 2015 Tax Forfeited Surplus $200,465.14 

Public Safety $3,938.25 

Miscellaneous Other Revenue $73.75 

TOTAL REVENUES $632,909.36 

    

EXPENSES 

Per Diem                                            $0.00  

Permanent Salaries                               $53,690.49  

Fringe Benefits          $19,596.45  

Other Employee Benefits, Workers Comp.    $2,528.10  

Telephone $0.00  

Pub/Dues/Subscriptions/Photo.   $1,531.64  

Utility Service                                       $220.48  

Building Maintenance Supplies $1,982.61  

Travel & Registration Fees      $73.88  

Educational & Cert. Expenses $0.00  

Office Supplies                       $59.25  

Furn. & Eq. Other $1,810.00  

Gasoline, Diesel, & Other Fuels $2,142.62  

Repair & Maint. Supplies  $12,392.05  

Machinery & Equipment Rental $617.75  

Consulting Fee $637.00  

Prof. & Tech. Fee - Other $247,949.57  

Land Acq/Imp Over $5K $229,252.50  

Site or Ground Improvements $0.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES $574,484.39 

PARKS RESERVE FUND BALANCE AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2016 
$54,412.97  
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 

TAX FORFEITED INCOME COMPARISON (GRAPH) 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

FOREST CERTIFICATION 
 

In March 2005, Beltrami, Carlton, Clearwater, Crow Wing and Koochiching Counties formed the 

Minnesota Counties Sustainable Forest Cooperative (MCSFC) with the goal of achieving dual forest 

certification according to the standards of the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) and the 

Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). 

  

SGS Systems & Services Certification, Inc. certified the Cooperativeôs processes as meeting the 

standards of the SFI in 2008 and FSC in 2009.  Clearwater County dropped their forest certification in 

2014. Over 600,000 acres of county managed public lands in Beltrami, Carlton, Crow Wing and 

Koochiching counties are now internationally recognized by the worldôs two leading independent 

certification entities.  

 

The certification validates that county forest lands are sustainably managed and will continue to 

provide multiple benefits for future generations, based on principles that promote sustainable forest 

management, including objective standards and measures to protect water quality, biodiversity, 

wildlife habitat, and species at risk. 
 

The 2016 forest certification audit took place on February 22-25, 2016 and concluded with no major 

corrective action requests (CAR), 3 minor CARs, and 8 observations. The auditors will make a 

recommendation to Rainforest Alliance and Price Waterhouse Coopers, the certifying bodies, to 

continue to dual certify the MCSFC to both the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and Forest Stewardship 

Council (FSC®-C031953) standards. 

 

The table below shows the number of corrective actions and observations for the past six years. No 

major non-conformances for the sixth year in a row shows signs of a maturing certification program 

and continuous improvement over time.  

 

 

  MCSFC Audit Summary 2011-2016 

 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Major CARs 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minor CARs 

 

3 

 

 

0 3 0 0 4 

Observations 8 5 8 2 2 2 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

  

Stand Exam Plan 
 

The tactical stand exam plan by cover type is identified in the Forest Management Plan for the Tax Forfeited 

Lands of Crow Wing County.  Staff Natural Resource Managers develop a proposed stand exam plan on an 

annual basis using the most current inventory data and age class distributions by cover type.  The stand exam 

plan is presented to the Natural Resources Advisory Committee for review and approval. 

 

The County Board approves authorizing the County Administrator to set a date, at least six weeks in advance 

for a public hearing to further allow the Public to comment on the Proposed Stand Exam Plan. The County 

Administrator will notify all those on a mailing list who have requested this information.   

 

The Proposed Stand Exam Plan is made available for public inspection in the Land Services Office and the 

Brainerd Public Library. 

 

Following the public hearing, Land Services staff requests County Board approval of the annual Stand Exam 

Plan. 

 

This process of review and approval is stipulated in the old ñSettlement Agreementò which was agreed to by 

all parties back in 1990 which ended litigation concerning the proposed construction of the McMillian Bloedel 

wood products plant near Deerwood. 

 

2016 STAND EXAM PLAN ON CROW WING COUNTY ADMINISTERED  

TAX FOFEITED LAND 

    
 

COVER TYPE 
 

ACRES  
 
Aspen 

 
590 +/- 

 
Birch 

 
70 +/- 

 
Oak *  (less than 65 S1éRotation Age = 90) 

 
400 +/- 

 
Jack Pine 

 
5 +/- 

 
Red Pine / White Pine 

 
160 +/- 

 
Northern Hardwoods   

 
175  +- 

Ash / Other / Tamarack / Black Spruce 10 +- 

TOTAL 1410 acres +- 
 

 

 

 

 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
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30 ï Regular Auction Timber Permits Sold ï (98% sold by Volume) 

3 ï Informal Timber Permits Sold ï (2% sold by Volume)

(TIMBER SCALED)
(All Timber Scaled includes Area Estimate)

SPECIES/PRODUCT CDS MBF
AMOUNT 

SCALED
VALUE ($)

AVERAGE 

PRICE($)

Aspen Cords * 11,637.81 $381,937.57 $32.82

Ash Cords * 5.00 $40.00 $8.00

Balsam Fir * 5.00 $70.00 $14.00

Basswood Cords * 95.00 $1,165.00 $12.26

Birch Cords * 2,722.16 $32,278.66 $11.86

Jack Pine Cords * 58.00 $2,100.00 $36.21

Maple Cords * 955.24 $11,150.53 $11.67

Misc. Fuel * 37.20 $297.60 $8.00

Oak Cords * 1,741.82 $34,823.52 $19.99

Oak Bolts * 17.08 $512.40 $30.00

Red Pine Cords * 673.41 $26,293.78 $39.05

Red Pine Logs * 50.97 $4,890.90 $95.96

Red Pine Pulp * 377.64 $6,706.88 $17.76

White Pine * 90.00 $3,037.50 $33.75

White Pine Logs * 0.00 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL CORDS & VALUE
18,415.36 $500,413.44

TOTAL MBF & VALUE 50.97 $4,890.90

GRAND TOTAL (Commercial) *
18,530.04 $505,304.34

TIMBER REPORT:  2016 TIMBER DRAIN REPORT 

SPECIES/PRODUCT
# OF 

PERMITS
VALUE ($)

Home Use Firewood/Bough Permits 56 $2,060.00

Timber Sold/Scaled with Land              $4,804.22
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

TIMBER REPORT:  ALL TIMBER SOLD (COMMERCIAL) - 2016 

Species/Product 

NEW                           

Volume 

Cords 

RESOLD        

Volume 

Cords 

TOTAL          

Volume 

Cords 

NEW              

Volume MBF 

RESOLD    

Volume MBF 

TOTAL    

Volume MBF 
Value 

Average  

Price 

Ash Cords 675 0 675 0 0 0.0 $8,093.80 $13.24 

Aspen Cords 13,728 0 13,728 0 0 0.0 $486,395.50 $36.77 

Balsam Fir 83 0 83 0 0 0.0 $1,221.00 $14.71 

Basswood Cords 1,410 0 1,410 0 0 0.0 $19,587.50 $14.69 

Birch Cords 2,869 0 2,869 0 0 0.0 $48,794.44 $17.42 

Black Spruce 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

Jack Pine Cords 216 0 216 0 0 0.0 $7,046.60 $32.37 

Jack Pine/Dead Cords 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

Maple Cords 2,357 0 2,357 0 0 0.0 $27,922.10 $12.20 

Misc. Fuel 247 0 247 0 0 0.0 $3,705.00 $15.00 

Oak Cords 5,569 0 5,569 0 0 0.0 $107,185.82 $19.97 

Red Pine Cords 835 0 835 0 0 0.0 $16,665.00 $18.44 

Red Pine Logs 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

Red Pine Pulp 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

Tamarack 250 0 250 0 0 0.0 $2,000.00 $8.00 

White Pine Cords 90 0 90 0 0 0.0 $3,037.50 $33.75 

White Pine Logs 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

White Spruce Cords 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 $0.00 $0.00 

 
New Volume 

Resold 

Volume 

Total 

Volume Value 

    Total Cords 28,329.00 0.00 28,329.00 $731,654.26  

 

Number of Sales 

 

30 

Total MBF 0.00 0.00 0.00 $0.00  

 

Total Number of Cut Acres (Based 

on New and Resold Volume) 1,295.10 

Grand Total Cords 28,329.00 0.00 28,329.00 $731,654.26  

 

Total Value per Acre $649.67 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

Informal Sales 
M.S. 282.04 Subd 1(c) - Small amounts of timber not exceeding $3,000 in appraised valuation may be sold for not less than the full appraised value at 

private sale to individual persons without first publishing notice of sale or calling for bids, provided that in case of a sale involving a total appraised value of 

more than $200 the sale shall be made subject to final settlement on the basis of a scale of cut products in the manner above provided and not more than two 

of the sales, directly or indirectly to any individual shall be in effect at one time. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Cds MBF

2336
Great Northern 

Logging, Inc
70 0 2 0 0 0 0 65 4 22 0 163 0 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

2162
Great Northern 

Logging, Inc
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 0 0 72 0 $432.00 $432.00 

2347
Great Northern 

Logging, Inc
50 0 0 20 0 40 0 0 0 0 15 110 15 $2,970.00 $4,216.90 

Total 120 0 2 20 0 40 0 65 76 22 15 345 15 $6,402.00 $7,648.90 

Red Pine 

Logs

TIMBER REPORT:  TIMBER SOLD INFORMALLY - 2016

Total       

Value

Total Volume Scaled ValuePermit Name Aspen 

Cds

MapleAsh BasswoodOak 

Bolts

Red Pine 

Cds

BirchMisc. 

Fuel

Jack 

Pine

Red Pine 

Pulp
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

 

Forest Inventory Summary 

 
Accurate forest inventory data is the foundation for sustainable forest management decisions and the county has 

substantially increased its focus on the importance of accurate and reliable forest inventory.  Inventory data 

collected at the stand level will include species, diameter, height, age, density and ecological classification.  

Each stand is expected to be inventoried following a major disturbance, when inaccurate data is found prior to 

management, and at least every 20 years. 

 

 

From the table above, substantial progress has been made in updating the County forest inventory.  Since 2009, 

over 31,000 acres have been inventoried. In 2017, there will be over 2600 acres in need of inventory.  This 

inventory plan over the next 7 years will keep the forest inventory up to date and eliminate the need for any 

inventory contracts in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Acres 

in Need of 

Inventory 27,000 23,000 14,000 5,500 5,800 3,712 2,152 893 1,280 1,780 2,780 1,680 1,480 1,980

Acres 

Inventoried  

In-House 0 3,000 2,600 2,505 2,588 2,260 2,359 613 1,000 1,500 2,000 1,000 1,000 1,500

Acres 

Inventoried  

by Contract 4,000 6,000 5,900 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

New Acres 

in Need of 

Inventory 0 0 0 0 2805 500 700 1100 1000 1500 2500 900 800 1500
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SPECIAL REPORTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NOTE 
 

Harvest plans are based upon the timber inventory database.  Because the timber inventory was designed to require minimal 

sample plots, data is, often times, weak in reflecting the actual components / condition of the stand.  With the passing of 

time, as foresters conduct field inspections of the stands, the reliability of the data is improved as corrections are made.  The 

table, above, reflects how inventory acres of various species were ñdrainedò or ñdealt withò following actual on-the-ground 

inspections.  In the case of aspen, the harvest plan called for 450 acres of aspen.  This, as you will note, does not necessarily 

mean that 450 acres of aspen will be harvested, but rather, 450 acres of the ñworst-firstò stands will be ñdealt with.ò  

ñDealing withò can result in a variety of outcomes, as follows:  1.) inventory is accurate and harvest is prescribed, or; 2.) 

inspection reveals an error in age, so, stand is ñdealt withò by correcting the age in the database, or;  3.) inspection reveals 

an inaccurate main species, so, stand is ñdealt withò by correcting the main species, or; 4.) inspection reveals that timber 

stand is inoperable for timber harvest for a variety of reasons e.g. size, terrain, recreational sensitivities, volumes, private 

access, high conservation values, road building, etc., so, stand is ñdealt withò by removing the stand from the ñtimberlandò 

category and placing the stand in a ñreserveò category which will result in no future consideration for timber harvest. 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 

RELEASE SUMMARY 
 

  

In 2016, no chemical release work was performed. 
 

 

 

SITE PREPARATION SUMMARY  
 

 

In 2016, no site preparation work was performed. 

 

 

 

TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT SUMMARY  

 
In 2016, no timber stand improvement work was performed. 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

 

TREE PLANTING SUMMARY 
 

 

In 2016, Superior Forestry Service Inc, of Tilly, AR, provided Crow Wing County with hand tree planting services. See 

below: 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Hand Tree Planting Average Cost Per Acre = $367.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site #                                   

Sec. & Twp. Name                

Acres Species Total 

Quantity 

Planted 

Seedling 

Cost/M 

Seedling 

Cost

Seedling 

Type

Planting 

Cost/M

Planting 

Cost

Total Cost

#1                                      

20-Wolford
10 Red Pine 9,000 $270.00 $2,430.00 Bareroot $138.00 $1,242.00 $3,672.00 

#2                                 

25-Oak Lawn
10 Red Pine 9,000 $270.00 $2,430.00 Bareroot $138.00 $1,242.00 $3,672.00 

TOTAL 20.0 $4,860.00 $2,484.00 $7,344.00 

2016 Hand Tree Planting

Contractor:  Superior Forestry Service Inc, PO Box 25, Tilly, AR 72679
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

BUD CAPPING SUMMARY   

The buds of newly planted seedlings are a favorite food of deer.  In order to protect the terminal buds from deer browsing, 

the buds are capped with a piece of paper that is wrapped around the terminal bud and stapled.  This bud cap will protect 

the terminal bud from deer, but allows the bud to grow up through the paper the following growing season.  If the terminal 

bud is browsed it is likely the side lateral branches become dominant and the tree will have a poorly formed forked top.  

The bud capping work is done in the fall until the tree reaches about four feet tall. 
 

 
 

Average Budcapping/Mesh Tube Installation/Adjustment Cost Per Acre = $57.40 

 

 

 

 
 

Average Plantskyyd Application Cost Per Acre = $60.97 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SITE # SEC/TWP ACRES SPECIES BUD CAP 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

ADJUSTMENT 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

BUD CAP AND 

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

COST

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

CAPS

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

CAP COST 

($3.60/m)

MESH TUBE 

COST 

($716.00/m)

TOTAL 

COST

(Installed) (Installed) (Adjusted)

1 25-44-31 - Crow Wing 8 Jack Pine $75.00 $0.00 $75.00 $412.50 4,000 0 1,500 $14.40 $0.00 $426.90 

2 2-133-29 - Baxter 25 White Pine $75.00 $0.00 $75.00 $1,050.00 5,000 0 9,000 $18.00 $0.00 $1,068.00 

3 16-45-30 - Oak Lawn 6 Jack Pine $90.00 $0.00 $0.00 $315.00 3,500 0 0 $12.60 $0.00 $327.60 

39 $1,777.50 12,500 0 10,500 $45.00 $0.00 $1,822.50

SITE # SEC/TWP ACRES SPECIES BUD CAP 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

ADJUSTMENT 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

BUD CAP AND 

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

COST

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

CAPS

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

CAP COST 

($3.60/m)

MESH TUBE 

COST 

($716.00/m)

TOTAL 

COST

(Installed) (Installed) (Adjusted)

4 20-47-29 - Wolford 10 Red Pine $90.00 $0.00 $0.00 $666.00 7,400 0 0 $26.64 $0.00 $692.64 

5 25-46-30 - Oak Lawn 10 Red Pine $90.00 $0.00 $0.00 $666.00 7,400 0 0 $26.64 $0.00 $692.64 

6 34-46-30 - Oak Lawn 9.6 Jack Pine $90.00 $0.00 $0.00 $378.00 4,200 0 0 $15.12 $0.00 $393.12 

29.6 $1,710.00 19,000 0 0 $68.40 $0.00 $1,778.40

SITE # SEC/TWP ACRES SPECIES BUD CAP 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

MESH TUBE 

ADJUSTMENT 

QUOTE PER 

THOUSAND

BUD CAP AND 

MESH TUBE 

INSTALLATION 

COST

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

CAPS

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

APPROX. 

NO. OF 

MESH 

TUBES

CAP COST 

($3.60/m)

MESH TUBE 

COST 

($716.00/m)

TOTAL 

COST

(Installed) (Installed) (Adjusted)

7 31-137-28 - Ideal 8 Jack Pine $90.00 $0.00 $0.00 $405.00 4,500 0 0 $16.20 $0.00 $421.20 

8 14-137-27 - Crosslake 60 White Pine $205.00 $0.00 $205.00 $4,000.00 5,500 0 14,000 $19.80 $0.00 $4,019.80 

9 11-137-27 - Crosslake 36 White Pine $25.00 per hour $0.00 $25.00 per hour $1,862.50 1,000 0 17,000 $3.60 $0.00 $1,866.10 

104 $6,267.50 11,000 0 31,000 $39.60 $0.00 $6,307.10

GROUP C - (NORTHERN CWC) - Contractors: Northwoods Forestry Inc (Site 7), CLC Natural Resources Club (Site 8) and Snowy Pines Reforestation (Site 9)

$9,755.00 42,500 $153.00TOTAL

SUB TOTAL

41,500

GROUP A - (SOUTHERN CWC) - Contractors: O.B.A.Y. Services (Sites 1 & 2) and Northwoods Forestry Inc (Site 3)

GROUP B - (CENTRAL CWC) - Contractor: Northwoods Forestry Inc

172.6 $9,908.000 $0.00

SUB TOTAL

SUB TOTAL

SITE # SEC/TWP/RANGE ACRES SPECIES PLANTSKYYD 

APPLICATION 

QUOTE/ACRE

PLANTSKYYD 

COST

TOTAL COST

3 16-45-30 - Oak Lawn 6 Jack Pine $42.55 $110.52 $365.82

6 34-46-30 - Oak Lawn 9.6 Jack Pine $42.55 $176.83 $585.31

15.6 $951.13TOTAL

GROUP D - PLANTSKYYD APPLICATION - Contractor: Snowy Pines Reforestation - Marcia 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

 

1 Crosslake 34 2 2015 N/A 14 Jack Pine 833          67 No

2 Mission 3,4 7 2015 N/A 22 Red Oak 1,000 76 No

3 Mission 4 23 2015 N/A 5 Red Oak 1,600       100 No

4 Mission/Crosslake 4,34 22 2015 N/A 28 Red Oak 471 47 No

5 Ross Lake 20 1 2011 N/A 24 Aspen 4,500       100 No

6 Ideal 31 2 2013 N/A 8 Jack Pine 467          75 B, T

7 Baxter 2 5 2011 2011 40 White Pine 441          82 Yes B,T

8 Crosslake 11 3 2014 2014 42 White Pine 600 78 Yes B

9 Crosslake 14 2 2012 2012 62 White Pine 427          79 Yes B

10 Fifty Lakes 21 8 2016 NA 10 Aspen 4,500       0 No

11 Maple Grove 33 1 2012 N/A 22 Aspen 5,200       100 No

12 Oak Law n 4 2 2015 N/A 90 Aspen 6,800       100 No

13 Oak Law n 33 8 2010 N/A 11 Aspen 5,000       100 No

14 Oak Law n 33 23 2010 2010 11 Hdw ds/Oak 7,200       100 No

15 Platte Lake 1 6 2007 N/A 11 Tamarack 420          75 No

16 Roosevelt 14 8 2013 N/A 3 Aspen 3,500       80 No

17 Roosevelt 23 40 2016 N/A 17 Aspen 6,100       100 N 

420

* = minimum acceptable stocking level is 75%

M = Mechanical release

% 

stocking

*

O = Other

B = Bud cap

T = Mesh tube

C = Chemical repellant

Treatment Type Key:

Regeneration Surveys Conducted in 2016

Treatment 

Type

Total Acres

Section

I = Interplant / supplemental 

planting

Last Yr. 

PlantedStand #Township / City

Dominant 

Tree Species

All 

species 

Trees/  

Acre

Year 

Established

This is an annual effort performed by Crow  Wing County's Natural Resource Managers. The survey provides important status reports of developing 

forestland during the f irst critical f ive-year period.  Information gathered is valuable as resource projects are planned and to verify the success of forest 

regeneration efffforts. The follow ing sites w ere surveyed in 2016:

No. Acres

Treatment 

recommende

d (Yes/No)

R = Chemical release
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Date Description Balance Balance Balance Balance

Beginning Balance 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 12,000.00$   -$            

1/25/16 Bill Abear - plow  Larson Lake & Wolf Lake Ski Trails 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 12,000.00$   140.00$     (140.00)$     

7/29/15 Holmvig Excavating - mini excavator - Red Sand 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 12,000.00$   255.00$     (395.00)$     

9/15/15 Holmvig Excavating - mini excavator - Jones Bay 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 12,000.00$   170.00$     (565.00)$     

4/14/16 Dale's Excavating - Blade Sebie Lake Access 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 12,000.00$   95.00$       (660.00)$     

5/6/16 & 5/9/16 Holmvig Excavating - Grade Old Grade 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 1,040.00$   10,960.00$   (660.00)$     

5/6/16 Holmvig Excavating - 200 yds of Class V to Old Grade 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 2,900.00$   8,060.00$    (660.00)$     

5/20/16 Bill Abear - mow  Milford Mine 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 8,060.00$    225.00$     (885.00)$     

Multiple Dates
Holmvig Excavating - Grading Forest Roads - 5-23-16, 5-24-16, 6-20-16, 6-24-16, 6-28-16, 6-29-

16, 7-5-16, 8-8-16, 8-9-16 5,000.00$  15,000.00$ 5,106.00$   2,954.00$    (885.00)$     

5/24/16 Bill Abear - mow  2 tax forfeit houses in Crosby 135.00$    4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    (885.00)$     

6/16/16 Bill Abear - Milford Mine - load class V 4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    225.00$     (1,110.00)$   

6/17/16 Bill Abear - mow ed 3 hours 4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    135.00$     (1,245.00)$   

6/27/16 Bill Abear - mow  Milford Mine 4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    70.00$       (1,315.00)$   

6/30/16 Pratt's Affordable Excavating Inc - w ork on Red Sand Lake landing 4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    465.36$     (1,780.36)$   

7/13/16 Dale's Excavating - Blade Sebie Lake Access 4,865.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    95.00$       (1,875.36)$   

7/16/16 Bill Abear - mow  Milford Mine & 3 hours 105.00$    4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 2,954.00$    52.50$       (1,927.86)$   

7/20/16 Holmvig Excavating - CAT w ork due to storm damage - Wolf Lake Trail; 36 yds tailings 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 1,954.50$   999.50$       (1,927.86)$   

Multiple Dates
Holmvig Excavating - 7-21-16, 7-23-16, 7-25-16, 8-23 to 25-16, 8-30-16 - mini clean up due to 

storm damage 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 999.50$       7,965.00$   (9,892.86)$   

7/22/16 Holmvig Excavating - CAT w ork Wolf Lake Trail - 296 yds tailings 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 5,408.25$   (4,408.75)$   (9,892.86)$   

7/25/16 Holmvig Excavating - 80 yds tailings Ramsey Road 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 1,160.00$   (5,568.75)$   (9,892.86)$   

8/9/16 Holmvig Excavating - 40 yds tailings Brow ns Lake Road 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 580.00$      (6,148.75)$   (9,892.86)$   

8/9/16 Holmvig Excavating - 144 yds tailings Manganese Road 4,760.00$  15,000.00$ 2,088.00$   (8,236.75)$   (9,892.86)$   

8/11/16 Holmvig Excavating - 2015 charged incorrect rate for dozer, grading & tailings w ork 1,377.67$ 3,382.33$  716.06$   14,283.94$ 224.76$      (8,461.51)$   44.16$       (9,937.02)$   

8/18/16 Holmvig Excavating - CAT w ork Pistol Lake Road & Wolf Lake Trail due to storm damage 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 2,098.75$   (10,560.26)$  (9,937.02)$   

8/18/16 Holmvig Excavating - 12 yds tailings Pistol Lake Road & Wolf Lake Trail - truck hauling 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 1,514.00$   (12,074.26)$  (9,937.02)$   

8/22-23/16 Holmvig Excavating - Wolf Lake Trail - Dozer w ork 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 1,900.00$   (13,974.26)$  (9,937.02)$   

8/23/16 Holmvig Excavating - 164 yds tailings Wolf Lake Trail 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 2,378.00$   (16,352.26)$  (9,937.02)$   

8/23/16 Bill Abear - mow  milford & mow  law n for 3 houses 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ (16,352.26)$  270.00$     (10,207.02)$ 

Multiple Dates
Holmvig Excavating - Grading Forest Roads - 8-22-16; 8-23-16; 9-7-16; 9-15-16; 9-16-16; 9-21-

16; 9-22-16; 9-23-16 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 5,106.00$   (21,458.26)$  (10,207.02)$ 

9/13/16 Holmvig Excavating - Thompson Lake Trail - dozer, excavator, sand, 10 yds tailings 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ 2,865.00$   (24,323.26)$  (10,207.02)$ 

9/21/16 Bill Abear - Black Bear Access 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  130.00$     (10,337.02)$ 

9/29/16 New  Life Stump - storm damage removal on non-motorized trail 3,382.33$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  2,914.00$   (13,251.02)$ 

Multiple Dates Holmvig Excavating - 9-30-16, 10-3-16, 11-11-16 - Soo Line Deerw ood - 204 yds tailings 2,029.80$ 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  (13,251.02)$ 

10/7/16 Bill Abear - mow  Milford Mine 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  90.00$       (13,341.02)$ 

10/7/16
Holmvig Excavating - Milford Mine - foot bridges, 1490 yds raw  tailings, 36 yds f ine tailing, 150 

yds class 5, 340 yds of granite, 1 load screened sand 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  75,295.20$ (88,636.22)$ 

10/10/16 Bill Abear - Mow  3 hours 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  105.00$     (88,741.22)$ 

10/12/16 Dale's Excavating - Blade Sebie Lake Access 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,323.26)$  95.00$       (88,836.22)$ 

10/20/16 Holmvig Excavating - 12 yds tailings Buckskin Trail 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ 174.00$      (24,497.26)$  (88,836.22)$ 

10/20/16 Holmvig Excavating - Grading 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ 276.00$      (24,773.26)$  (88,836.22)$ 

10/20/16 Holmvig Excavating - 1 load rip-rap & bobcat w ork - Black Lake Access 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (24,773.26)$  900.80$     (89,737.02)$ 

10/21/16 Holmvig Excavating - Dozer 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ 760.00$      (25,533.26)$  (89,737.02)$ 

11/7/16 Holmvig Excavating - 36 yds class 5 to Black Bear - bobcat w ork 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ 951.00$      (26,484.26)$  (89,737.02)$ 

11/15/16 Holmvig Excavating - 10 yds tailings Wolf Lake Trail 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ 99.50$       (26,583.76)$  (89,737.02)$ 

11/15/16 Holmvig Excavating - Dozer w ork - Larson Lake Ski Trail 1,352.53$  14,283.94$ (26,583.76)$  760.00$     (90,497.02)$ 

11/29/16 Bill Abear - install gate posts - Section 23 Crosslake 195.00$    1,157.53$  14,283.94$ (26,583.76)$  (90,497.02)$ 

TOTAL EXPENSES 3,842.47$ 716.06$   38,583.76$ 90,497.02$ 

2016 Forest Road, Trail & Parks Maintenance

TF Grants Parks

Tax Forfeited                    

20585

 IN LIEU                            

20587

FOREST ROADS               

20588

Parks                                

02585

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS  
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

MINNESOTA TREE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT - JACK PINE SEED ORCHARD 

Locations:   1st Generation Orchard - Irondale Township  

        2nd Generation Orchard – Ft. Ripley Township  

 

Crow Wing County has been an active member of the Minnesota Tree Improvement Cooperative since the early 

1980's.  The purpose of the Cooperative is to increase the quantity and quality of timber yields through genetics. 
 

Crow Wing County's improvement work has focused upon Jack Pine, which is a variable species from a genetics 

standpoint. Due to this genetic variability, the chance of making improvements to growth, form, branching, and 

disease resistance can be a reality with long-term effort and commitment. 
 

In June 1985, 2800 six (6) month old containerized seedlings were planted at a 4 x 4 foot spacing on approximately 

three acres.  Since that time, the seedlings have been intensively guarded against damage from deer, gophers, 

insects, people, etc. Initial survival was excellent.  Survival after one year was 100%.  The orchard has been a 

complete success from the very beginning and received a "Showcase Orchard" award in 1987. 

 

Crow Wing County, in cooperation with MN-DNR and the MN Tree Improvement Cooperative, established a 

SECOND GENERATION JACK PINE SEED ORCHARD in Ft. Ripley Township. 

 

Intensive site preparation activities and fence installation took place in the fall of 1998.  Hand planting of 

containerized stock was completed in the spring of 1999 utilizing Land Department Staff and DNR MCC Crew 

members.  Survival during the first growing season was excellent; 95%+.  The purpose of the fence was to protect 

the seedlings from predation from deer and rabbits; no predation has been witnessed.  Gophers continue to be 

present in scattered locations which require quick response by County crews.  The un-planted areas inside the fence 

and around the outside of the fence are periodically disked to deter gophers and to provide fire protection.  

 

The seedlings used for out-planting for this project were produced by controlled cross pollinations of superior trees 

from seed orchards developed in the mid-1980s.  Seed produced from this orchard should produce a higher quality, 

more productive tree than trees produced from seed coming from our first generation seed orchard established in 

1985.    Fall of 2011, a coordinated effort was taken on the rouging (removal of inferior trees) of the 2nd Generation 

Jack Pine Seed Orchard.    

 

Fall Work:  Work in the orchard is typically performed each fall.  Recent tasks has primarily focused on pruning 

off dead lower branches and topping of selected trees to control height growth. Cones are collected from the tops of 

the trees that were trimmed back or topped   Additional cones are collected from the lower portions of the trees that 

are within reach from the ground or with the use of ladders. Squirrel stashes are raided as well. Assistance has come 

from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)-Forestry Division, whom re co-operators with Crow 

Wing County and Crow Wing County Sentence-To-Serve Crews.  All cones collected are delivered to the MN-DNR 

Badoura nursery for seed extraction and cold storage for future growing stock material. 
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

A history and summary of cone harvest from the orchards are as follows: 
 

  
 

 
 

                            
As a result of Crow Wing Countyôs efforts in conjunction with the Minnesota Tree Improvement Cooperative, Crow 

Wing County has the best possible jack pine seed source available for our use.  Jack pine seedlings grown from seed 

harvested from Crow Wing Countyôs seed orchard is being out-planted, as needed, on Crow Wing County 

administered tax forfeited land. 

Month

Bushels 

Picked

Seeds 

Extracted 

(lbs.)

Germination 

Rate Labor

Sep-93 15.4 12 60% Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-94 8.4 5.25 95% Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Oct-96 * 19.6 14.38 84% Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Oct-97 * 1 0.6 96% Parks Crew

Sep-98 * 1.8 0.36 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Nov-99 * 4.3 2.98 99% Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-00 * 24.3 14.58 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-01 * 16.5 5.1 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-02 * 6.7 1.9 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-03 * 1.4 0.42 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-04 * 16.4 14.88 Parks & Sentence to Serve Crew

Sep-05 * 9.5 2.88 Sentence to Serve Crew & CWC Forester

Sep-06 * 8 ** Sentence to Serve Crew & CWC Forester

Sep-07 * 6 ** Sentence to Serve Crew & CWC Forester

Oct-08 * 5 ** Sentence to Serve Crew & CWC Forester

Oct-09 * 0 N/A N/A Nothing Was Picked

Oct-10 * 13.2 ** Sentence to Serve Crew & CWC Forester

Oct-11 * 14 ** STS, County Staff, DNR Staff

Oct-12 * 6 ** STS, County Staff, DNR Staff

Oct-13 * 0 N/A N/A Nothing Was Picked

Oct-14 * 9 ** STS, County Staff, DNR Staff

Nov-15 * 8.4 2.68 STS, County Staff, DNR Staff

Oct-16 * 7.5 2.8 STS, County Staff, DNR Staff

* Blue tag certified by MN Crop Improvement Association

** Information not available from nursery.

In 2004, bushels were picked from 1st Generation & 2nd Generation Jack Pine Seed Orchard.

In 2005, 21 trees were removed in an effort to increase spacing from the first generation orchard.

In 2006, 40 trees were removed in an effort to increase spacing.

In 2010, bushels were picked from 1st Generation (10.1) & 2nd Generation (3.1) Jack Pine Seed Orchard.

In 2011-12, 2014-16 bushels were picked from the 2nd Generation Jack Pine Seed Orchard only
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LAND EXCHANGE/FEE TITLE PURCHASE/PARTITION/SPECIAL USE DEED/EASEMENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

CLASS B LAND EXCHANGES: 
None 
 

 

FEE TITLE PURCHASES: 
Einar S. & Eloise B. Ross 

× Roosevelt Township  Section 1-T43-R28 

o Lot 4, Block 5, Port Mille Lacs Second Addition to Lake Forest, except all minerals in 

the N1/2 of SW1/4 AND the NE1/4 of NW1/4 in Section 1, Township 43, Range 28 

× Purchase Price $6,000 

× Paid from Tax Forfeit Fund 
 

 

PARTITIONS: 
None 
 

 

SPECIAL USE DEEDS: 
None 
 

 

HIGHWAY EASEMENTS: 
None 
 

 

UTILITY EASEMENTS: 
None 
 

 

ROADWAY EASEMENTS: 
None 
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RECREATIONAL REPORTS 

  

UUsseerr  CCoouunntt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  

Larson Lake and Wolf Lake Trails 
 (From guest book sign-in sheets* - info compiled March 31, 2017 near end of ski season for 2016) 

 

Larson Lake Trail 

               

                                Spring ïFall 2016:   122 users signed in            

 Winter Ski Season (2016-17):     250 users signed in 

 

 Trail users:    64% Crow Wing County residents 

                      34% MN/Out of County residents 

             2% Out of state residents  

 

 

Wolf Lake Trail: 

                 

                   Spring ïFall 2016:    16 users signed in 

 Winter Ski Season (2016-17):     134 users signed in 

                    

 Trail users:     74% Crow Wing County residents 

                       23% MN/Out of County residents 

              3% Out of state residents  

 

Total:   

                                Spring ïFall 2016:    138 users signed in 

             Winter Ski Season (2016-17):     384 users signed in 

 

                                          Grand Total = 522 users signed in 

 

 

 

 

Customer Satisfaction 2016-2017 

 
Skinnyski.com website:  100% customer satisfaction (2 of 2 favorable comments) 

                              http://www.skinnyski.com/trails/traildetail.asp?Id=471 

 

Sign-in sheet comments:  93% customer satisfaction (102 of 110 favorable comments) 

 

 
* Estimated approximately one-third to one-half of trail users DO NOT sign in. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.skinnyski.com/trails/traildetail.asp?Id=471
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RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  TTRRAAIILLSS  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  
 

Summary of 2016 Trail proposals and approvals 
 

Oakwood Drive Trail: 
On January 8, 2016, the City of Baxter submitted a recreation trail proposal for the ñOakwood Drive 
Trailò located in section 2 in the City of Baxter and adjacent to the Whipple Beach City Park and public 
boat access. The proposal calls for 0.55 miles of a new bituminous trail (separated from the roadway of 
Oakwood Drive) for walking and biking. The purpose of the proposed trail is to encourage and foster a 
pedestrian multi-modal non-motorized transportation corridor that strategically connects to other existing 
trails in the Baxter area. 
 
In August, 2016, the City of Baxter communicated to Crow Wing County that they wish to add an 
indefinite extension to the proposed timeline for the trail application because of revisions to the plan that 
need to be made and more time to acquire the necessary funding. According to the City, they will contact 
CWC Land Services once they are ready to proceed with steps 2 through 5 of the trail approval process. 
 

Emily to Blind Lake Trail: 
This trail system was approved by the County Board of Commissioners on December 13, 2016. The trail 
concept was part of Major Recommendation #5 (p. 33) in the CWC Comprehensive Recreation Trails 
Plan. The proposal is to designate 13.2 miles of existing forest trails and 2.8 miles of new trail 

construction as a multi-use recreation trail in northeastern Crow Wing County and western Aitkin County. 
Development and maintenance of the recreation trail system will be paid by the MN DNR off-highway 
vehicles (OHV) grant-in-aid (GIA) program and the Over The Hills Gang ATV Club. Designation as a 
recreation trail is pending approval of an application to be made to the MN DNR OHV GIA program for 
development and maintenance funding support. 
 

Mississippi River Northwoods Trail: 
This trail system was approved by the County Board of Commissioners on June 14, 2016. The proposal is 
to designate 11.5 miles of existing forest trails, 10 of which are located within the in the Mississippi River 
Northwoods property, as a multi-use recreation trail. Trail monitoring will be performed by the Cuyuna 
Country Iron Range Riders ATV Club and volunteer Trail Ambassadors. Oversight of monitoring and 
maintenance conducted by Crow Wing County Land Services. Maintenance of the recreation trail system 
will be paid by the MN DNR off-highway vehicles (OHV) grant-in-aid (GIA) program and the Cuyuna 
Iron Range Riders ATV Club. Designation as a state recreation trail is pending funding through the MN 
DNR OHV GIA program for maintenance. 
 

2016 Trail Updates: 

 

Crosslake Nordic Ridge Recreation Area: 

The Crosslake Nordic Ridge Recreation Area was approved by the County Board in August, 2012. The 

proposed trail area encompasses 230 acres of county managed public land. The existing trails on City of 

Crosslake property are 3.0 miles (4.8 km). The proposal included plans to construct a southern loop, to 

make connectivity to the existing city trail, and a north loop to add additional miles to the trail system. 

New trail construction of the south loop is 1.6 miles (2.6km) and the north loop will be 1.7 miles (2.7km).  

 

Development began in November, 2012 with the construction of the southern loop (1.6 miles). The 

northern loop was developed in fall, 2014 (1.7 miles). In 2014, the City of Crosslake began to conduct 

public tours of the southern portion on City owned land via golf cart. In 2016, the trail system was fully 

signed for the first time. 
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Fort Ripley Trail (motorized trail system): 

The Central Minnesota Wheelers ATV Club, after many years as care taker of the Fort Ripley Trail, 371 

Connector Trail, and a portion of the Southern Loop Trail, folded their membership into the Central Lakes 

ATV Club in 2016. As a result, the Central Lakes ATV Club now maintains the entire western half of the 

Southern Loop Trail, the 371 Connector Trail, and the Fort Ripley Trail. This merging of two clubs into 

one was done in order to ensure continued sustainable trail management at the highest level possible. 

 

Miller Hills Off -Highway Motorcycle (OHM) Trail Expansion: 

The Miller Hills OHM Trail Expansion recreation trail proposal was approved by the County Board in 

May, 2013. The project plan called for an expansion of 4.3 miles of existing and 3.1 miles of new trail 

construction (7.4 miles total) in the Miller Hills Area, 6 miles east of the City of Brainerd, as a designated 

single-track Off-Highway Motorcycle (OHM) recreation trail system. This provides a linkage to 7 miles 

of an existing designated single-track OHM recreation trail system, which has been permitted since 2008.  
 

In 2016, the Northern Lites Cycle Club continued to maintain the 14 trail system to a safe and sustainable 

condition. And, the remaining 20% of the trail system was developed, mainly located in the eastern 

portion of the area. 

 

Miller Black Bear Area Trail: 

The Miller Black Bear Area Trail was approved by the County Board in February, 2013. The recreation 

trail proposal was to designate and manage approximately 19 miles of existing and 1 mile of new trail 

construction in the Miller-Black Bear Area, northwest of the City of Crosby, as a multi-use motorized 

recreation trail system open to licensed highway vehicles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), off-highway 

motorcycles (OHMs), and all forms of non-motorized recreation uses. 

 

During 2016, the trail received more storm damage from isolated weather events and made it challenging 

for the Cuyuna Iron Range Riders ATV Club to stay on top of maintenance. Additional signage was 

installed on public roadways leading to the two parking areas to help recreation users more easily get to 

the trail head with less confusion. 

 

Southern Loop ATV Trail System: 

The Southern Loop ATV Trail system was approved by the County Board in May, 2011. The proposal 

was to designate and manage 52 miles of County, State, and local road right-of-ways as an ATV 

recreation trail system in southern Crow Wing County. The connecting cities are Brainerd, Fort Ripley, 

and pine Center.  

 

Development of the trail began in 2012 with phase I (27 miles, western portion). In 2013, phase II was 

completed (16 miles, central and eastern portion). In mid-summer, 2014, the third and final phase was 

developed (9 miles). 

 

In 2015, the trail system was fully developed with the installation of two information kiosks along two 

areas of the trail system. 

 

In 2016, a celebration was held at the south parking area of the CWC fairgrounds and The Fort 

Steakhouse in Fort Ripley on July 13th to officially recognize the trail system as fully open and ready to 

ride.  

 

More information about these and other trail proposals can be found at: 

http://www.crowwing.us/314/Recreation-Trails (scroll to the bottom of the page) 

 
 

http://www.crowwing.us/314/Recreation-Trails

